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Space and Time in a Global World*
Abstract
It is a common place in the large literature on globalisation that concepts of the ‘space’, 
‘time’ and ‘self’ have radically changed in the last decades, during the process of globa-
lisation. My lecture offers an analysis of a few topics, using these words metaphorically. 
At first, my analysis will be focused on Manuel Castells’ famous terms ‘space of flow’ and 
‘timeless time’, and on a more classical term, Hannah Arendt’s ‘selflessness’. By analysing 
the uses of these terms in writings of the mentioned authors and their followers, I will try to 
demonstrate: (1) these terms are too obscure ones to use them as scholar concepts, and they 
are acceptable ones in a mere metaphoric sense only; (2) they are not the special terms of 
the globalisation, being rooted in a well-known discourse of the literature of the classical 
modernity. The last author analysed in my lecture is a 19th century Scottish professor, An-
drew Ure. He is a part of the discourse of the classical modernity, using the vocabulary for 
describing his world that is similar to that of Castells’ and Arendt’s mentioned terms, with 





































analysis  of  the  space  and  time  of  our  globalised world  has  a  fundamental 
role	in	his	thought.	Another	author	I	quote,	Hannah	Arendt,	is	not	a	part	of	










of a peculiar “cultural  translation” between  the  traditions of Arendt’s audi-
ence	and	herself	in	her	texts.	The	third	author	is	a	Scottish	thinker,	Andrew	
Ure,	a	19th	century	professor	of	the	Anderson	College,	University	of	Glasgow,	







situation	based	mainly	on	 the	 authors’	 rhetoric	qualities	 and	 their	personal	
choices,	not	on	their	analysed	data.
1. Manuel Castells’ Space and Time
Probably	the	‘space	of	flows’	and	the	‘timeless	time’	are	the	most	often	cited	
terms	of	the	first	volume	of	Manuel	Castells’	masterpiece,	The Information 
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“I	propose	the	idea	that	 there	 is	a	new	spatial	form	characteristic	of	social	practices	 that	do-








These	 metaphoric	 Castellsian	 statements	 on	 the	 space	 often	 use	 expres-
sions	concerned	with	the	time,	both	the	physical	and	the	social.	The	“space	





















Manuel	Castells,	The Information Age. Econ-
omy, Society and Culture,	Blackwell	Publish-
ers,	Oxford	1996–1998.	Here	will	be	quoted	
only its first volume: The Rise of the Network 
Society,	published	in	1996.
2
See	 its	 first	 appearance	 in:	Manuel	Castells,	




before the publication of The Rise of Network 
Society in his The Informational City. Infor-
mation Technology, Economic Restructur-
ing, and the Urban-Regional Process,	Basil	
Blackwell,	Oxford	1989,	and	in	his	The City 
and the Grassroots. A Cross-Cultural Theory 
of Urban Social Movements,	Edward	Arnold,	
London	 1983.	 Professor	 Kristóf	 Nyíri’s	 re-
view	on	Castells’	 trilogy	 has	 shown	 the	 an-
tecedents	of	this	topic	in	Castells’	oeuvre.	See	
“In	a	State	of	Flux”,	Books–Budapest Review 
of Books–English Edition	 (2–3/1999),	 pp.	
55–64.
3
























Castells’	 poetic,	 but	 obscure	 statement	 can	 have	 only	 one	 clear,	 concrete	






2. Hannah Arendt’s ‘Selflessness’










It	 is	 an	analysis	of	 the	new	epoch	of	 the	European	modernity,	named	“the	
breakdown	of	class	society”,	but	in	a	deeper	meaning,	it	is	a	criticism	of	the	
modernity	 itself,	with	 an	original	 approach	of	 the	well-known	 topic	of	 the	
atomised individuals. She introduces her term in the following form:
“In	 this	atmosphere	of	 the	breakdown	of	class	society	 the	psychology	of	 the	European	mass	
man	developed.	(…)	Self-centeredness,	(…)	went	hand	in	hand	with	a	decisive	weakening	of	
the  instinct  for  self-preservation. Selflessness,	 in	 the	 sense	 that	 oneself	 does	 not	matter,	 the	
























































tes  or  Heidegger?  Hannah Arendt’s  Reflec-
tions	 on	 Philosophy	 and	 Politics”,	 Social 
Research	 57	 (1/1990),	 pp.	 135–165.	 For	 an	
analysis of Arendt’s special Heideggerian ex-
pressions	in	English	see	Majid	Yar,	“Arendt’s	




Hannah	Arendt,	The Origins of Totalitarian-






analysis	 of	 Arendt’s	 ‘thoughtlessness’,	 and	





See:	 Roy	 T.	 Tsao,	 “The	 Three	 Phases	 of	
Arendt’s	 Theory	 of	 Toalitarianism”,	 Social 
Research	 69	 (2/2002)	 p.	 611,	 note	 35,	 my	
italics. For his interpretation of the Arendtian 
‘selflessness’,	 Tsao	 uses	 the	 Heideggerian	
origin	 of	 ‘thoughtlessness’,	 discovered	 by	
Canovan,	as	a	parallel.
16
Ure	was	 the	 best-known	 author	 of	 the	 typi-
cal  19th  century British  genre  called  factory 
guide.	 He	 was	 often	 quoted	 by	 Engels–in	
his Condition of the working class in Eng-
land,	 1845–and	 Marx–in	 his	 The Poverty 
of Philosophy,	 1947;	 and	 in	 the	 1st	 and	 3rd 
volumes  of  his Capital,	 1867–as	 their	main	
“bourgeois  opponent”  and  in  the  same  time 
their main  source by his  data  of  technology 
and	statistics.	(It	must	be	mentioned	here,	that	
Marx	 used	 a	 contemporary,	 maybe	 not	 too	
precise,	 French	 translation	 of	 Ure’s	 work.)	
The literature of the social history of the Brit-
ish	 Industrial	 Revolution	 usually	 discusses	
Ure’s	 and	 Marx’s	 descriptions	 of	 the	 early	
industrial	society	as	counterparts,	as	the	most	
important,	 but	 contradictory,	 interpretations	
of the processes of the British society. For a 
representative  interpretation  or  the  problem 
SYNTHESIS	PHILOSOPHICA 
47	(1/2009)	pp.	(131–139)
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3. Andrew Ure and his Continental Readers on the Space, 
  Time and Selves of the Modernity
Andrew	Ure	(1778–1857),	as	a	Scotsman	and	as	a	professor	of	the	Glasgow	
University,	was	a	typical	inheritor	of	the	Scottish	Enlightenment.	Some	pub-
lications  about  his  experiments with  the  nervous  system  of  a  hanged  out-
law,	in	1818,	have	offered	a	scientific	basis	for	Mary	Shelley’s	famous	novel,	
Frankenstein,	 published	 in	 the	 same	 year.17	However,	 the	 perfectibility	 of	
men – close to the meaning of Hume’s refinement – was not an alien idea for 
him; the highway of this perfection was not the medical praxis but the civil 
society	 in	his	writings,	with	 the	 area	of	 economy	and	 its	 newest	 field,	 the	
system	of	manufacturing	industry.	His	main	work,	famous	in	his	century,	was	
published	in	1835,	with	the	title	The Philosophy of Manufactures, or an Expo-
sition of the Scientific, Moral and Commercial Economy of the Factory Sys-























production. The  second  type of  the pictures  shows moving  components of 
the	engines,	or	that	of	the	producing	process	(they	are	usually	different	forms	





with	 too	small	 textile	 fibres,	 in	 too	 large	distance	from	each	other	 to	com-
municate.
The second statement refers to the social and economic use of time.	It	means	


































and	pessimistic	 descriptions	 and	 forecasts.	 It	may	be	 that	Ure’s	 pedestrian	
technological	descriptions	seem	too	far	from	these	very	general	implications,	
concerning	the	social	conditions.	However,	professor	Ure’s	book	was	titled	
The Philosophy of the Manufactures because of its very pragmatic system of 
see	Mohinder	 Kumar,	 “Karl	 Marx,	Andrew	










modern	 texts,	 rooted	 in	Marx’s	 and	 Engels’	
opinions  is  the  abundance  of  typographical 
errors  in  references  concerning  his  master-
piece,	Philosophy of Manufacturers,	 instead	
of Philosophy of Manufactures.
17
However,	 the	 hypothesis	 of	 the	 connection	




the  only  source  of  this  novel  – Mary  Shel-
ley’s basic  ideas were  rooted  in  the German 
ghost-stories  and  other  similar  types  of  the 
fiction	–	but	later,	because	of	his	ideas	about	






Morus,	 Frankenstein’s Children. Electricity, 
Exhibition, and Experiment in Early-nine-






Andrew	 Ure,	 The Philosophy of Manufac-
tures, or an Exposition of the Scientific, 
Moral and Commercial Economy of the Fac-
















































– “the space and  time of  the human beings with changing selves” –  is not 
able	to	formulate	a	good	ethical	question.	If	the	above-analysed	genre	of	the	
criticism	of	the	process	of	globalisation	depends	on	mere	judgement	of	taste,	
or	on	mere	 rhetoric	 instead	of	arguments,	we	can	search	 for	another,	more	
modest,	but	more	useful	conceptual	 framework	for	 the	 investigation	of	 the	
process of globalisation.
Béla Mester
Prostor i vrijeme u globalnom svijetu
Sažetak
U opsežnoj literaturi o globalizaciji postalo je uobičajeno tvrditi da su se koncepti ‘prostor’, 
‘vrijeme’ i ‘sebstvo’ drastično promijenili posljednjih desetljeća tijekom procesa globalizacije. 
Moj tekst nudi analizu nekoliko tema za raspravu, koristeći navedene riječi metaforički. Analiza 
se prvo usmjerava na slavne termine Manuela Castellsa ‘prostor protoka’ i ‘bezvremeno vrije-
me’ te na više klasičan termin Hannah Arendt ‘gubitak sebe’. Kroz analizu njihova korištenja u 
radovima spomenutih autora i njihovih sljedbenika, nastojat ću prikazati: (1) navedeni termini 
su previše nejasni da bi se koristili kao ogledni koncepti te su prihvatljivi samo u pukom me-
taforičkom smislu; (2) ti su termini utemeljeni u dobro poznatom diskursu literature klasičnog 
moderniteta i time nisu specifični termini globalizacije. Posljednji autor kojeg analiziram u 
tekstu je škotski profesor iz 19. stoljeća Andrew Ure. On je, vokabularom koji koristi za opisi-
vanje svoga svijeta, a koji je sličan ranije spomenutim terminima M. Castellsa i H. Arendt, dio 
diskursa klasičnog moderniteta sa radikalno drugačijom evaluacijom.
Ključne riječi
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Béla Mester
Raum und Zeit in der globalisierten Welt
Zusammenfassung
In der umfangreichen Literatur zur Globalisierung gehen die Autoren gemeinhin von der These 
aus, dass die Konzepte von ‘Raum’, ‘Zeit’ und ‘Selbst’ in den letzten Jahrzehnten im Rahmen des 
Globalisierungsprozesses eine drastische Veränderung durchgemacht haben. Der vorliegende 
Text bietet eine Analyse verschiedener zur Debatte stehender Themen, wobei die genannten 
Begriffe metaphorisch gebraucht werden. Die Analyse konzentriert sich zunächst auf die be-
rühmten von Manuel Castells eingeführten Begriffe ‘Raum der Ströme’ und ‘zeitlose Zeit’ sowie 
auf den eher klassischen Terminus des ‘Selbstverlusts’ bei Hannah Arendt. Anhand einer Ana-
lyse dieser Begriffe in der Verwendung der genannten Autoren und ihrer Anhänger möchte der 
Verfasser dieses Textes Folgendes zeigen: (1) Die angeführten Begriffe sind zu verschwommen, 
um als Musterkonzepte benutzt werden zu können, und daher nur als reine Metaphern akzepta-
bel; (2) die Begriffe sind im wohlbekannten literarischen Diskurs der klassischen Moderne ver-
ankert und insofern keine globalisierungsspezifischen Begriffe. Der letzte im Text besprochene 
Autor ist der schottische Mediziner und Professor Andrew Ure aus dem 19. Jahrhundert. Gemäß 
seiner Sprache, die er zur Schilderung seiner Welt verwendet und die an die oben erwähnten Be-
griffe von M. Castells und H. Arendt erinnert, gehört er zum Diskurs der klassischen Moderne, 





L’espace et le temps dans un monde global
Résumé
Nombre d’ouvrages sur la mondialisation affirment habituellement que les concepts d’« es-
pace », de « temps » et de « soi » ont radicalement changé ces dernières décennies au cours 
du processus de mondialisation. Mon texte propose une analyse de quelques sujets de débat, en 
prenant ces mots au sens métaphorique. L’analyse se focalise d’abord sur les termes marquants 
de « l’espace du flux » et de « temps intemporel » de Manuel Castells, puis sur un terme plus 
classique, celui de « perte de soi » de Hannah Arendt. En analysant l’utilisation de ces termes 
dans l’oeuvre de ces deux auteurs, ainsi que dans l’oeuvre de leurs adeptes, je tenterai de 
démontrer que : 1/ les termes en question ne sont pas suffisamment clairs pour être considérés 
comme des termes scientifiques et ne sont acceptables qu’au sens métaphorique ; 2/ ces termes 
sont fondés dans le discours, bien connu, des ouvrages de modernité classique et par consé-
quent ne sont pas spécifiques à la mondialisation. Le dernier auteur que j’analyse dans mon 
texte est Andrew Ure, professeur écossais ayant vécu au XIXe siècle. De par le vocabulaire qu’il 












Ure’s	 book	 in	English,	 in	 French	 translation	
and  by  the  reviews  in  the  contemporary  pe-
riodicals,	 published	 in	 national	 languages	 of	









Marx	 named	Ure	 as	 a	 “Pindar	 of	 the	 facto-
ries” at first in his The Poverty of Philosophy. 
Later this expression became a common place 
in	the	texts	concerning	Ure.
